, lecture language consists of expressions that mark the topic and plan of the lecture, and/or expressions that signal a new or transition of ideas. Universiti Teknologi Malaysia (UTM) is currently developing a spoken academic corpus of Malaysian engineering lectures which would be referred to as the MASE corpus. It is part of a joint research project with Coventry University funded by the British Council. The focus of the project is to study lecturing styles in Malaysia and the UK. Efforts are being made in UTM to analyse various pragmatic features of the MASE corpus. This paper therefore aims to present an analysis of the frequency and use of lecture language found in the MASE corpus. Findings of the analysis may shed some lights to enhance the delivery of engineering lectures.
Lecture Language in Malaysian Engineering

Introduction
A lecture is a talk composed, shaped and structured by a lecturer who reacted with their discourse with transactional and interactive purposes in mind (Coulthard and Montgomery, 1981) despite it being a relatively unplanned extended monologue (Ochs, 1979) . The purpose of giving a lecture is to transfer information and impart a text to an audience that is supposed to learn from the benefit of listening to a speaker with some intellectual authority (Aguilar, 2008) .
However, understanding lectures could sometimes be frustrating for some. Why is that so? This could probably be due to the fact that some lecturers are poor communicators. There are lecturers who sometimes (unintentionally) do not signpost or label their speech, thus leaving the task of interpreting and making sense of the lecture to their listeners (Aguilar, 2008) . Others, on the other hand, may overuse 'intruding' expressions, bury content and give the impression that they are unable to develop a topic with clarity. Yet other reasons could be the accent or pronunciation of the lecturers and the use of incorrect or unsuitable vocabulary.
This barrier of communication could be rectified if lecturers are made aware of their lecturing style, in particular the use of various forms of lecture language and expressions that could help students understand the flow of a lecture. But what is lecture language? From the English Language Teaching (ELT) point of view, lecture language consists of expressions that mark the topic and plan of a lecture, and/or expressions that signal a new idea or a transition of ideas (Frazier and Leeming, 2007) .
In relation to this, a group of researchers in Universiti Teknologi Malaysia (UTM) is currently developing a corpus of academic lectures delivered in English in the field of engineering, referred to as the MASE corpus. It is part of a joint research project with Coventry University, United Kingdom and funded by the British Council under the Prime Minister Initiative II research grant. The focus of the project is to study lecturing styles in Malaysia and the UK. This paper attempts to present an analysis of the use of lecture language found in the Malaysian Academic Spoken Engineering (MASE) corpus. Findings of the analysis may shed some light into the delivery of lectures by Malaysian engineering lecturers. 
Research Question
Methodology
Data Collection Context
The context in which data for this study were collected was set in the engineering lecture halls of Universiti Teknologi Malaysia, Johor Bahru. Each lecture was delivered in English to undergraduates from two faculties namely the Civil Engineering and the Mechanical Engineering Faculty. Written consent was sought from individual lecturers prior to observing their lectures.
Participants
A total of seven participants were involved in this study. They were five male and two female experienced lecturers -four from the Civil Engineering Faculty and three from the Mechanical Engineering Faculty. Their lectures were videotaped and transcribed using Transana. Since the focus of this study was on the delivery of the lectures, interaction between students and lecturer (if any) was not recorded and/or transcribed.
For the purpose of this study, a total of 11 lectures were analyzed -four from the Civil Engineering and seven from the Mechanical Engineering discipline. Each lecture lasted between 47 and 90 minutes. Table  1 and Table 2 below contain details of the lectures analyzed in this study. 
Tokens and Types
Each of the recorded lectures was transcribed and based on the transcription the number of tokens and types were determined. Both the Civil Engineering and Mechanical Engineering sub-corpus contain almost the same number of tokens. However, the Mechanical Engineering sub-corpus has almost double the number of types to that of the Civil Engineering sub-corpus (see Table 3 and Table 4 below). 
Findings
In order to answer the research question we need to look at how lecturers divide their lectures as evident from the data. In subsequent part of this paper some of the sections of the lecture will be described. Examples of expressions used by the lecturers, taken from the corpus, will be presented as support.
Starting a Lecture
To answer the Research Question:
How do Malaysian engineering lecturers manage their lectures? (a) What are the language expressions used to start and end a lecture? we first need to look at how lecturers start off their lectures. From the data it was found that there were six different ways in which lecturers started off their lectures (see Table 6 ). Table 5 . Lecture sections and functions From the examples given above we observe that Malaysian engineering lecturers normally use the markers 'okay' and 'alright' to begin a lecture (Shamsudin, Md Yusof and Abdul Raof, 2010). This is regardless of the use of any of the six forms of opening.
Closing a Lecture
Analysis of data reveals that Malaysian engineering lecturers who participated in this study ended their lecture abruptly. And most of the time the conversational marker 'okay' was a part of the expression used. 
. (MCiv001)  … turbine next let's do this all together I like to hear your voice boiler <STUDENTS REPEAT THE WORD VOICE BOILER> okay okay now we move to E-B okay we begin at E we want end up at B okay now what i'm going to do is i'm going to … (MCiv004)
As can be seen in the examples, there are very few lexical phrases used to mark a transition and even when it was used the function was not as a transitional marker (e.g. 'move').
Signposting a Lecture
The involves looking into other sections of the engineering lecture as listed in Table 5 
Introducing a Topic
In informing students of the topic of a lecture, lecturers usually go straight to giving the topic or chapter number as illustrated in the following examples:
 … now we going to see or we going to discuss equilibrium 
Stating a Lecture Plan
Another important aspect of delivering a lecture is stating a plan of the lecture. From the data gathered there were four ways in which engineering lectures did this. These are summarized in Table 7 below.
The first way of stating a lecture plan is after introducing the topic of the lecture and making some housekeeping announcements. The example below illustrates this.
... <LECTURE TOPIC> I think you better start continue with our our uhh chapter two actually what we call it i think uhh we finish it until here <HOUSEKEEPING> okay if you want the book actually we got the book in S-T-C okay you can buy the book over there S-T-C steel technology center C zero nine okay block C zero nine <LECTURE PLAN> okay we go to uhh section two point seven uh effective modular and effective area … (MCiv002) 
LECTURE TOPIC  HOUSEKEEPING 
LECTURE PLAN
LECTURE TOPIC  REVIEW 
LECTURE PLAN
LECTURE PLAN DISPERSED IN LONGER CHUNK OF DISCOURSE
LECTURE PLAN NOT CLEARLY STATED
The second way is similar to the first except that instead of doing housekeeping a lecturer reviews what was covered in an earlier lecture i.e. LECTURE TOPIC -> REVIEW -> LECTURE PLAN (see example below).
• 
Conclusion
The following points formed a summary of the findings of this study: 1. Malaysian engineering lecturers employ various ways and different types of expressions to begin a lecture. They normally use conversional markers such as 'okay' and 'alright' to begin a lecture. 2. Malaysian engineering lecturers are found to end their lectures abruptly, again with the marker 'okay' forming part of the expression used. 3. There were very few use of transitional lecture language and even when it was used the function was not as a transitional marker. 4. There was a variety of language expressions found in other sections of the engineering lectures including Introducing a Topic, Stating a Lecture Plan, and Making a Comparison. Some of these are common ones as used by other lecturers but a few are specific to engineering lecturers such as those used in Stating a Lecture Plan.
